Lack of winter weather causes mosquitoes to invade the Outer Banks this summer
Above-average temperatures this past winter were happily welcomed by cold-weather foes, but they have also brought an outrageous population of mosquitoes just in time for tourist season.  
“Due to the extra-warm weather we have this year, they’re out early,” Dare County Vector Control Supervisor Carl Walker said of mosquitoes.  “One day you’re having them, one you’re not,” he said, citing factors such as air temperature and wind that can slow them down on some days. “But they’re here.”
Dare County usually begins the larvaciding process around May 1, but this year they were forced to begin the last week in March.  Larvaciding eliminates the mosquito eggs and larvae before they become biting adults, Walker explained.  The larvaciding process kills mosquitoes in ditches and stagnant ponds, where they live and breed. 
Spraying to control the adult mosquito population usually ends around mid-October, but in 2011 it continued until almost December, Walker said. Hurricane Irene, combined with an “exceptionally high tide” produced an abundance of mosquitoes, he said.
Funding for Dare County spraying ran low this year.  Walker makes sure to save approximately $425,000 of the annual budget to spray for mosquitoes from mid-May to the end of June.   July 1 starts a new fiscal year. 
The fast, growing population of mosquitoes has opened a door for people to make extra money.  A handful of new privately run mosquito-spraying companies have come to the Outer Banks and are spraying yards at affordable prices.  Companies included are Mosquito Solutions, Mosquito Squad and Mosquito Joe, to name a few.
These privately run businesses come directly to your home and tackle your mosquito problem with their mosquito solution.  Each solution is affordable and lasts up to three weeks. “Prices vary depending on what service you would like.  A one-time spray is 40 dollars, the summer package is $288 and the yearly package is $365,” Mosquito Squad employee Owen Meekins said of pricing.
The excess of standing water and warmth caused mosquitoes to reproduce at an accelerated rate this year and business is booming, Meekins explained.
The solution these companies are using is safe for animals and children.  After spraying, allow the solution to sit for an hour and your yard will be safe for your children and pets to play in and also safe from mosquito bites.  Meekins persuades, “Mosquitoes are now worse than ever and at an affordable rate, who doesn't want to be able to enjoy their yard over the summer time?”

